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tion aims to provide selected updates and analysis of the major policies and changes taking place in in-

ternational organizations. The organizations we seek to cover include, but are not limited to, the World

Bank, OECD, UNDP, UN, IMF, G20, Commonwealth Secretariat, Commonwealth Foundation, regional
international organisations, and where relevant, NGOs and government foreign affairs departments.

We would welcome your feedback and thoughts on the content and your ideas for how this report

could develop in the future. We hope that you find the report informative.
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Governance and Democracy

A major report commissioned by the Commonwealth Policy Studies Unit and Electoral Reform Interna-

tional Services called for reform of the way the Commonwealth promotes democracy. One (of twelve)
recommendation from the report, to widen the remit of the Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group,

was included in the CHOGM Communiqué. There have also been wider concerns from some civil society
organisations that the association does not see democracy as central to its identity and purpose . Be-

yond the Commonwealth, stronger cooperation between developing countries has been urged by the
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these calls are likely to resonate event more than in previous decades. On Zimbabwe, significant scepti-

cism remains from some over how effective the Maputo statement from SADC countries will be in on

pushing political agreement.

Commonwealth leaders reconstitute CMAG- 30 November 20009.

At the CHOGM in Trinidad and Tobago, governments agreed to reconstitute the Commonwealth Ministe-

rial Action Group and to consider strengthening CMAGs role to deal with the full range of serious and per-
sistent violations of the Harare Principles, such as democratic governance. CMAG is now comprised of
foreign ministers from Australia, Bangladesh, Ghana, Jamaica, Maldives, Namibia, New Zealand, Trinidad
and Tobago, and Vanuatu. The strengthening of CMAG was one recommendation proposed in a CPSU and
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http://www.thecommonwealth.org/news/34580/34581/217005/301109cmag.htm

Global challenges call for stronger cooperation between developing countries ¢ Migirot 1 December
2009

Speaking at the UN Hidlevel Conference on Sou8outh Cooperation in Nairobi, the UN Deputy Secre-
tary General has called for greater cooperation between developing countries. She stated that south
south cooperation, especially between neighbouring countries, should complement rather than replace
north ¢ south cooperation on global challenges.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33115&Cr=development+cooperation&Crl

UK supports Pakistan's stabilisation plans - 03 December 2009

Bilateral discussions between the UK and Pakistan have resulted in agreements to work together on the
economy and education in Pakistan, and security cooperation to tackle extremism. Conclusions of the
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gions and £120m from the UK to support Pakistan in reducing poverty, improving education and enhanc-

ing healthcare provision.

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latestnews/?view=News&id=21369638

Political situation in Zimbabwe- 01 December 2009.
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Maputo statement to push political agreement in Zimbabwe, some scepticism remains about how effec-

tive this will be.

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latestnews/?view=News&id=21362905
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CPSU calls for further Commonwealth democracy reform ¢ 30 November 2009
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Electoral Reform International Services. The report, which was warmly welcomed by policy makers and
received good coverage in the international media , calls for the Commonwealth to adopt 12 key recom-
mendations to improve the way the association promotes democracy. The democracy report can be
found here.

http://www.cpsu.org.uk/index.php?id=16&tx_ttnews[tt news]=35&tx_ttnews[backPid]
=4&cHash=983719dc51

Global Environmental Governance

All eyes were on the Copenhagen Summit from 7tht 18th December as negotiators and leaders gath-
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ing temperature rises below 2C, but doesn't contain emissions reduction commitments to help achieve

this goal. The outcome was disappointing for many states and civil society groups calling for deep emis-

sion cuts, binding targets and more accountability and funding mechanisms.
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tic concerns . The expected split between the richer and poorer worlds dominated much of the discus-
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players in the final days of discussion. The Splits between developing nations also became apparent,

witht eh most vulnerable states calling for climate change tot be held to 1.5 degrees. Before the Copen-

KI3Sy O2yFSNByOS> GKS /2YY2ygSIHtdK YIRS GKS W 2YY
for binding international agreement, adaptation and mitigation finance and support to develop low car-

bon growth.

World leaders welcome the Copenhagen Accord 21 December 2009

Many world leaders welcomed the Copenhagen Accord (in public) as a positive step laying the foundations
for further action in the future.

http://en.cop15.dk/news/view+news?newsid=3080

Port of Spain Climate Change Consensus: The Commonwealth Climate Change Declaration
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cludes, the belief that an internationally binding agreement on climate change is essential, the need for
technological support of developing countries to speed the development low carbon growth, and finance

for both adaptation and mitigation measures.
http://www.thecommonwealth.org/document/181889/34293/35144/216780/

climate_change consensus.htm

Parliamentarians call for a fair, equitable climate deal 161 December 2009

The Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, the Association of European Parliamentarians for Africa
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the Copenhagen Climate Change Conference. The statement called for sufficient funding for adaptation

and mitigation measures.

Download a copy of the statemehtre
http://www.thecommonwealth.org/news/34580/217701/161209mpsclimatestatement.htm
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New Initiative to Scale Up Renewable Energy in Low-Income Countries Launched in Copenhagen

A new programme to increase renewable energy production in poorer countries has been launched. The
Scale Up Renewable Energy in Hoeome Countries became effective after the USA announced $50m of
financial support. The targeted programme hopes to demonstrate how countries can develop renewable
energy solutions to increase energy output.

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/
NEWS/0,,contentMDK:22417280~menuPK:34463~paqgePK:34370~piPK:34424~theSitePK:4607,00.html

Commonwealth helps Cook Islands enact groundbreaking seabed mining law- 2 December 2009.

The Cook Islands in the pacific have passed a comprehensive law for the sustainable management of its
seabed mineral resources, the first of its kind from the Pacific Island country. The new law, developed
with assistance from the Commonwealth Secretariat, tries to apply international best practice for extrac-
tive industries to the management of the seabed. This includes CSR, environmental impact assessments,
transparency and accountability.
http://www.thecommonwealth.org/news/34580/34581/217177/021209cookislandsmining.htm

Those affected by climate change must have their voices heard- 25 November 2009

Dr Purna Sen highlighted the human rights elements of climate change, at the University of the West In-
dies on 24th November, particularly in light of the threat of small island states being submerged in a mat-
ter of decades, environmental refugees and the future of indigenous people. Vulnerable people like the
poor, women and indigenous peoples are likely to be hardest hit, and yet often their voices and concerns
are inadequately heard.
http://www.thecommonwealth.org/news/34580/34581/216562/251109humanrights.htm

Leading International Financial Institutions Commit to Fight Against Climate Change and Call for Com-
prehensive Copenhagen Agreement- 02 December, 2009

Heads of leading international financial institutions have pledged to use their expertise and resources in
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volved were, the African Development Bank, Asian Development Bank, European bank for reconstruction

and Development, European Investment Bank, kftererican Development Bank, World Bank Group,

and the IMF.

http://go.worldbank.org/9NDOXOLVPO

Global Civil Society and human rights

Extreme concern has been expressed over the Bill before the Ugandan Parliament proposing draconian

punishments for gay-sex, already a criminalised activity in the country. Continuing discrimination

against women 30 years after CEDAW has been highlighted by the UN Secretary General demonstrating
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children and armed conflict has welcomed moves by Sri Lanka to loosen restrictions on internally dis-

placed persons.
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Uganda considers death sentence for gay sex in bill before parliamentt 29th November 2009

There has been widespread criticism by civil society organisations towards a Bill before the Ugandan Par-
liament which include provisions for the death sentence for gay sex. Under the proposed law, the mini-
mum punishment for gagex is life imprisonment. The proposed punishment for failing to report homo-
sexual activity would be three years in prison.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2009/nov/29/ugandaleath-sentencegay-sex

Women still suffer discrimination 30 years after global treaty banned it ¢ UN chief - 03 December 2009

Ban Kimoon has warned that women and girls are still suffering from discrimination 30 years after the
Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) came into force.
Over 90% of UN members are party to the Convention.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33140&Cr=women&rl

World AIDS Day: STOP AIDS, Keeping the Promise, Investing in the Future- December 1% 2009
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ing figures on the rate on new HIV infections, the Bank will continue to support countries to better under-
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leaders.

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/
NEWS/0,,contentMDK:22402771~pagePK:34370~piPK:34424~theSitePK:4607,00.html

Sri Lanka: UN envoy on children and armed conflict ends visit 11 December 2009

The United Nations Special Envoy for Children and Armed Conflict has welcomed moves to increase free-
dom of movement for internally displaced persons in the refugee camps and commended the work of
child protection programmes following the end of the civil war. The special envoy had been concerned
about the effect on children who had been driven from their homes into makeshift camps following the
fighting.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33223&Cr=sri+lanka&Crl

Economy and Trade

As the global economy continues to recover from the financial crisis and economic downturn, policy

makers have focused on how to avert or mitigate future crises. The UK Prime Minister, Gordon Brown,
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tional financial transactions. The OECD has set out its own recommendations, preferring a regulatory

approach of greater transparency and accountability. International bodies including the UN and World

Bank have also put forward facilities to support the poorest countries to cope with the impacts of the

crisis.

Sierra Leone: Mining Technical Assistance Project- 3 December 2009
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ment of regulations for underground mining and precious minerals and diamonds trading, and capacity
building within relevant government departments.

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/
NEWS/0,,contentMDK:22408105~pagePK:34370~piPK:34424~theSitePK:4607,00.html

India needs to cut red tape, spend more on infrastructure in order to boost growth - 4™ December 2009
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made to attract FDI. The report argues that India needs to strengthen and liberalise its regulatory frame-
work and invest more in infrastructure.

http://www.oecd.org/document/31/0,3343,en_2649 34487 44177695 1 1 1 1,00.html

IMF and European Investment Bank Sign Letter of Understanding to Support Intensified Cooperation in
Capacity Building for Sub-Saharan Africa -10" December 2009

The IMF and EIB have signed a letter of understanding to improve cooperation on cépédityg in sub
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tance Centres in Africa providing technical assistance and training to 36 countries.
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2009/pr09451 .htm

OECD sets out framework for overhaul of financial regulation - 4™ December 2009

The OECD has set out key principles to guide reform of the financial system to facilitate secure, sustain-
able economic growth. Issues addressed include, greater transparency, surveillance and accountability.
http://www.oecd.org/document/44/0,3343,en_2649 34487 44180524 1 1 1 1,00.html

World Bank Approves Crisis Response Window for Poorest Countries 10™ December 2009
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nism for the poorest countries.
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/
NEWS/0,,contentMDK:22414315~menuPK:34463~pagePK:34370~piPK:34424~theSitePK:4607,00.html

UN stands ready to help least developed countries weather global economic crisis- 03 December 2009

The UN Industrial Development organisation has said that it is willing to help the poorest countries in the
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economies were showing robust strength, but this has slowed and in some cases reversed due to the
global economic slowdown. The World Bank has estimated that African countries will need $100bn annu-
ally to fund its infrastructure development.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33143&Cr=Idcs&Cr1

Brown takes campaign for Tobin tax to Commonwealtht 27 December 2009
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transactions at the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Trinidad and Tobago. The idea has
met with significant opposition from some sates and experts and is one of a range of options outlined to
avoid or limit the impacts of any future international banking crises.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2009/nov/27/browrtobin-tax-commonwealth

CHOGM

The Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting took place in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago

from 27tht 29th November. A range of measures were agreed covering, climate change, coping with

the global economic crisis, a Commonwealth Health Compact and the admission of Rwanda as the 54th

member of the organisation. Prior to the meeting talk about the effectiveness, relevance and future of

the association took place among members of civil society organisations and many in the media. Ru-
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rights agenda.
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Commonwealth heads of government have praised the Commonwealth following CHOGM. The meeting
saw agreements on climate change funding, the admission of Rwanda. Among several agreements made
were, calls to strengthen the relationship between the Commonwealth and the G20 and for the Common-
wealth Secretariat to develop a new environmental good offices role and the creation of a network of na-
tional election management bodies.
http://www.thecommonwealth.org/news/34580/34581/217162/021209leaderspraisechogm.htm

Commonwealth leaders agree to admit Rwanda - 29 November 2009

Commonwealth heads of government agreed to admit Rwanda as the 54th member of the association.
http://www.thecommonwealth.org/news/34580/34581/216841/291109rwanda.htm

The Declaration of Port of Spain: Partnering for a More Equitable and Sustainable Futuret 29 November
2009
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emphasis on commonwealth partnerships to address issues where the association can have a clear im-
pact. These include, protecting the poorest and most vulnerable, increased investment in science, tech-
nology and innovation, greater coordination between Commonwealth institutions, reaffirming the Com-
monwealth as an international catalyst for positive change.
http://www.thecommonwealth.org/document/181889/34293/35468/216909/

partnering for a more equitable and sustainable fu.htm

Commonwealth leaders gather amid uproar over human rights, AIDSt 26 November 2009

Commonwealth organisations have criticised the organisation over the way it deals with human rights is-
sues such as those alleged violations taking place in Uganda and The Gambia.
http://www.canada.com/health/
Commonwealth+leaders+gather+amid+uproar+over+human+rights+AlDS/2272628/story.html
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