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tion aims to provide selected updates and analysis of the major policies and changes taking place in in-

ternational organizations. The organizations we seek to cover include, but are not limited to, the World

Bank, OECD, UNDP, UN, IMF, G20, Commonwealth Secretariat, Commonwealth Foundation, regional
international organisations, and where relevant, NGOs and government foreign affairs departments.

We would welcome your feedback and thoughts on the content and your ideas for how this report

could develop in the future. We hope that you find the report informative.
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Governance and Democracy

There have been promising signs of conflict resolution, péaeping measures and use of legal proc-

esses in the regions of Asia and Africa in the past month. The Commonwealth has released the Final Re-
LI2NIG 2F GKS /2YY2y6SItGK 9ELISNI ¢SIyQa 20aSNBIyO
making recommendations for improvement of democratic practice in the country. We are also following
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Parliament. The Solomon Islands is making headway into the reconciliation of its history of ethnic violence
while Nigeria still struggles with violence between religious sections of society.

Final report issued on Sri Lanka presidential election ¢ 15 February 2010

The Commonwealth Secreta@eneral has released the Final Report of the Commonwealth Expert Team
which observed the 26 January Presidential election in Sri Lanka. The Team observed that despite a well
administered election day, there were shortcomings primarily in thegbeetion period. These shortcom-

ings prevented the 2010 Presidential elections from meeting all the criteria for democratic elections. The
full report can be accessétbre.

http://www.thecommonwealth.org/news/34580/220083/15021 0srilankacetfinalreport.htm

Peace monitors return to southern Philippines ¢ 1 March 2010

Malaysianled peace monitors have restarted operations in the southern Philippines province of Min-
danao. Monitors will oversee a ceasefire in areas where members of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front
(Milf) and the Philippines army have been in conflict. The Milf have been fighting for autonomy from the
Philippine government for decades. At least 100,000 people have been killed in the conflict and a further
two million forced into refugee camps. The two sides hope to reach a peace deal by April.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asiapacific/8542393.stm

Kenya: ICC official names 20 people most responsible for post-election clashes ¢ 3 March 2010

The International Criminal Court (ICC) Prosecutor has named the 20 people he says are most responsible
for the deadly postlection ethnic violence that took place in Kenya between December 2007 and Janu-
ary 2008. Some 1,000 people were killed in the clashes, which forced over 300,000 others to flee their
homes. The names were identified in the course of different enquiries followinggbastiion violence
including those carried out by the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights. It has been stressed that
the names are purely indicative, and allegations against the individuals will need to be measured against
independentlygathered evidence.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33952&Cr=International+Criminal&Crl

Indian upper house passes women's quota bill ¢ 8 March 2010

The upper house of India's parliament has approved a bill to reserve a third of all seats in the national par-
liament and state legislatures for women. At present, women make up just 10% of the lower house of par-
liament and significantly fewer in state assemblies. The bill was first proposed in 1996, and now has the
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chaos. Smaller socialist parties in opposition of the bill argue that it will reduce representation of minori-

ties and socially disadvantaged groups.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/8557237.stm



http://www.thecommonwealth.org/files/220094/FileName/FINALREPORT-CET2010PrintVersion.pdf
http://www.thecommonwealth.org/news/34580/220083/150210srilankacetfinalreport.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/8542393.stm
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33952&Cr=International+Criminal&Cr1
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/8557237.stm

Solomon Islands: Public Hearings Fuel Hopes for Reconciliation ¢ 9 March 2010

Nine victims from the tensions in Solomon Islands testified before the Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion (TRC) during the first day of public hearings. The testimonies provide insight into the types of abuses
many Solomon Islanders experienced between 1998 and 2003. The TRC is an independent body compris-
ing three national and two international commissioners. They are: Fr. Sam Ata of Solomon Islands (Chair);
Ms. Sofia Macher of Peru (Deputy Chair); Mr. George Kejoa of Solomon Islands; Mrs. Carolyn Laore of
Solomon Islands; and Ratu Joni Madraiwiwi of Fiji. It began work on 15 January 2010, after being launched
the previous year.
http://content.undp.org/go/newsroom/2010/march/firstirc-hearingbringsrelief-and-hopesfor-

reconciliation.en

Caribbean and EU officials meet to discuss enhancing partnership ¢ 10 March 2010

A seminar was held in Barbados frorb March 2010 to discuss the parameters for an enhanced Carrib-
beanc EU partnership. The seminar brought together Caribbean and European Union diplomats, govern-
ment officials and representatives from regional organizations, the private sector angawamnmental
organizations. A new Caribbe#&it) strategy is considered necessary in light of new developments within
both regions and at the global level. These developments include economic and financial crises, challenges
related to climate change, crime and security and new-gelitical interests and alignments. It is antici-
pated that an outline of the strategy will be presented at the upcoming_&iih America and Caribbean
Summit of Heads and Prime Ministers due to take place in Madrid on 17 May 2010.
http://www.caribbeannethews.com/caricom/caricom.php?news_id=21954&start=0&category id=39

Nigeria charges 49 over Jos killings ¢ 11 March 2010

49 people are to be charged with murder following the communal violence which left scores of villagers
dead. Police say 109 peopléhought to be mostly Christiansdied in Sunday's bloodshed. Earlier reports

put the toll at more than 500. The violence follows earlier killings in January that left more than 300 dead.
Analysts say that although the violence is largely between Muslims and Christians, the underlying causes
are economic and political.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/8560671.stm

'Arms drive' in South East Asia ¢ 15 March 2010

The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute has published a report on the trends in international
arms transfers. The report notes a dramatic increase in arms transfers to Southeast Asia. Arms imports by
Indonesia, Singapore and Malaysia leapt by 84%, 146% and 722% between 2005 and 2009, compared with
the previous five years. The ramping up of military capacity could potentially destabilise the region and is
linked to security concerns over China and neighbouring countries. The full report can be atesssed
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asiapacific/8567750.stm

Global conference calls on countries to invest in strong institutions ¢ 17 March 2010
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vative solutions and incentives that enable the delivery of effective services was a central message at the
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takes place under the High Patronage of His Majesty the King Mohammed VI of the Kingdom of Morocco,
co-hosted by UNDP and the Government of the Kingdom of Morocco. Over 120 participants from all over
the world including leaders and experts in multilateral and bilateral development will highlight policy
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choices, institutional reforms and investment decisions that enable states and societies to drive and de-
mand a more equitable, sustainable and peaceful development.
http://content.undp.org/go/newsroom/2010/march/globatonferencecallson-countriesto-investin-
stronginstitutions.en

Global Environmental Governance

Environmental talks this month have shifted focus slightly from climate change issues, largely taking place

at the UN Environment Programme's (UNEP) Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum.
International environmental governance took an unprecedented step in the simultaneous extraordinary
meetings of the Conferences of the Parties to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions which was
held in Bali, Indonesia. It is a move that will strengthen environmental governance by increasing coher-
ence in decisioimaking at an international level. Another notable first is the landmark Nusa Dua declara-

tion signed at the end of the UNEP forum, wherein governments have resolved to respond to major envi-
ronmental and sustainability challenges. The declaration will be transmitted to the UN General Assembly
fFrGSNIAY GKS @SIFNE 6KSNB 3I208SNYyYSyida gAftft aidl NI |
there continue to be positive developments in environmental governance following the disappointments
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UN wildlife conference enhances intergovernmental cooperation to safeguard sharks ¢ 12 February

2010

Government representatives meeting in Manila, Phillipines, agreed on the text of a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding on the conservation of migratory sharks. The landmark agreement to counteract the alarming
decline of sharks was concluded under the auspices of the UNEP administered Convention on the Conser-
vation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS). The goal of the CMS agreement is the restoration and
long term viability of populations of migratory sharks covered by the instrument.
http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?

DocumentlD=612&ArticlelD=6461&|=en&t=long

Ministers to gather for key discussions on waste, chemicals and the environment ¢ 16 February 2010

More than one hundred Environment Ministers, civil society representatives, experts angnoiie en-
vironmental figures from over 140 countries will gather in Bali for the largest global environmental gather-

ing since Copenhagen from the®2tb the 26" of February. For the first time, the Basel, Rotterdam and
Stockholm conventions parties will convene their independent conferences of the parties simultaneously,
Ay 2NRSN) G2 aGNBy3IlikKSy aedySNHASa o0SG6SSy GKS 42NI
http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?

DocumentID=612&ArticlelD=6462&I=en&t=long

The 2010 Commonwealth Games Go Green ¢ 17 February 2010

The Commonwealth Games organisers in Delhi have announced a series of green measures, called the
Ecological Codes. The new Ecological Codes will provide guidelines on conserving biodiversity, energy effi-
ciency, effective waste management, reduced air and noise pollution and sustainable transportation.
These steps show that the environment will be playing a key role in the 2010 Games.
http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?

DocumentlD=612&ArticlelD=6463&|=en&t=long
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Oil deal 'damaging for Uganda environment' ¢ 17 February 2010

Uganda's environment is being put at risk by a secret deal between the government and a UK oil firm. The
pressure group Platform said Tullow Oil had framed a deal with no provision for the environmental or so-
cial impact of oil extraction in Uganda. Oil extraction has been controversial in other African countries.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/8520005.stm

World Environment Ministers Signal Resolve to Realize Sustainable Development ¢ 26 February 2010

Governments have pledged to step up global response to the major environmental and sustainability chal-
lenges of this generation in a landmark Declaration. The Nusa Dua declaration, the first declaration to be
issued in a decade, underlines the vital importance of biodiversity, the urgent need to combat climate
change and work towards a good outcome in Mexico later in the year and the key opportunities from ac-
celerating a transition to a lowarbon resourcefficient Green Economy. The Declaration was agreed in
GKS Ofz2aAiy3a aSaaizy 2F GKS ! yAGSR blrliAz2ya 9y JANEP
Ministerial Environment Forum and will be transmitted to the UN General Assembly later this year.
http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=612&ArticlelD=6482&I=en

CITES world conference opens with call for new wildlife trade rules ¢ 13 March 2010

Approximately 1,500 delegates representing more than 170 governments, indigenous peoples, non
governmental organizations and businesses are attending the triennial world conference of the Conven-
tion on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). The priorities of the
two-week meeting include; bluefin tuna, elephant populations and a wide range of sharks, corals, polar
bears, reptiles, insects and plants. The proposals on the table reflect growing international concern about
the accelerating destruction of marine and forest ecosystems through overfishing and excessive logging,
and the potential adverse impacts of climate change.

http://www.cites.org/eng/news/press/2010/20100313 copl5.shtml

Bluefin tuna ban proposal meets rejection ¢ 18 March 2010

A proposal to ban international trade in Atlantic bluefin tuna has been rejected by a UN wildlife meeting.
The decision occurred after Japan, Canada and many poor nations opposed the measure on the grounds it
would devastate fishing economies. Monaco tabled the plan at meeting of the Convention on Interna-
tional Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) arguing that the International Commission for the Conserva-
tion of Atlantic Tunas (Iccat) had not implemented measures strict enough to ensure survival of the spe-
cies. Scientists and campaigners working with conservation organisations were disappointed with the re-
sults.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/8574775.stm

Final push towards biodiversity accord begins at UN meeting in Colombia ¢ 22 March 2010

After six years of intensive discussions, some 500 delegates have gathered at a United Nations meeting in
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way genetic resources are accessed and how the benefits that results from their use are shared is a con-
tentious topic of discussion. The discussions to finalize the ABS documents at the working group meeting

in Colombia from 22 to 28 March will be the last formal negotiating session before the Nagoya Biodiver-

sity Summit in October, where the document is expected to be approved.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34149&Cr=biodiversity&Crl
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Economy and Trade

The impact of the global economic crisis is still being felt by countries around the world. A recent report
highlights the threat of the economic crisis to ABiacific development. Fortunately, there are definite

signs of recovery. Pacific Islands are expected to achieve a modest growth rate for 2010. This is backed by

a regional response to the crisis following the Pacific Conference on the Human Face of the Global Eco-
nomic Crisis. The new knowledge partnership between the World Bank and the International Union of
Railways (UIC) is a welcome development. Other developments include financing the development of In-
RAI Qa aAONRST {YIfftX aSRAdzY CANXYa o6& GKS ! aAly 58

Pacific island nations at UN meeting call on world to fulfil aid commitments ¢ 9 February 2010

Fourteen Pacific island developing nations wrapped up daktked meeting with a call to global commu-

nity to honour its commitments to help them weather the fallout from the global economic crises and re-
cent natural disasters. The islands economies are vulnerable due to a number of reasons including; isola-
tion, size, lack of resources, high frequency of natural disasters and rise in sea levels. The outcome was
discussed at a threday Pacific Conference on the Human Face of the Global Economic Crisis.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33719&Cr=pacific&Crl

New Partnership to Leverage World Bank Group Experience in Railway Transport Sector - 12 February

2010

The World Bank Group and the International Union of Railways (UIC) have agreed to formalize coopera-
tion to develop and undertake a number of initiatives to benefit the railways sector in developing coun-
tries. Under a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed yesterday, the two organizations will share
knowledge, lessons learned, information and data.

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/
NEWS/0,,contentMDK:22468590~pagePK:34370~piPK:34424~theSitePK:4607,00.html
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Pacific Island ministers, development partners, non government organizations, women and youth groups
and the private sector representatives deliberated for three days at the Pacific Conference on the Human
Face of the Global Economic Crisis to identify stesrh and long term actions to protect the vulnerable

of the Pacific from the impact of the ongoing financial and economic crisis and potential future crises. It is
estimated that at least 6.44 million people in the Pacific are potentially vulnerable to the impacts of the
global economic crisis. The meeting concluded with calls for strong leadership and good governance, gen-
der equality and climate change issues to be factored into development programs. The statement from
the Pacific Conference will be presented at the next Pacific Islands Forum Leaders Meeting that will be
held in August this year.
http://vanuatu2010.un.org.fj/pages.cfm//pressorner/pressreleases/regionatesponseto-protect-
pacificsvulnerable.html

Asia-Pacific MDG Progress under threat from global economic crisis ¢ 17 February 2010

A joint report by the United Nations and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) warns that the global eco-
nomic crisis could trap an additional 21 million people in the -Rsigific region in extreme poverty, living

on less than $1.25 a day. The report examines the toll that the global economic crisis has taken on pro-
gress towards the Millennium Development Goals (MDGSs) in theResidic region.
http://content.undp.org/go/newsroom/2010/february/asigacificmdgprogressunder-threat-from-
globaleconomiecrisis.en



http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33719&Cr=pacific&Cr1
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,,contentMDK:22468590~pagePK:34370~piPK:34424~theSitePK:4607,00.html
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,,contentMDK:22468590~pagePK:34370~piPK:34424~theSitePK:4607,00.html
http://vanuatu2010.un.org.fj/pages.cfm/press-corner/press-releases/regional-response-to-protect-pacifics-vulnerable.html
http://vanuatu2010.un.org.fj/pages.cfm/press-corner/press-releases/regional-response-to-protect-pacifics-vulnerable.html
http://content.undp.org/go/newsroom/2010/february/asia-pacific-mdg-progress-under-threat-from-global-economic-crisis-.en
http://content.undp.org/go/newsroom/2010/february/asia-pacific-mdg-progress-under-threat-from-global-economic-crisis-.en

I

aC 9ESQOdziAGS .2 NR wSai2NBa ®%AYolosSQa x2GAy3 wh:
the General Resource Account ¢ 19 February 2010
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(GRA). However, Zimbabwe will not be able to use its resources from the GRA or the Poverty Reduction
and Growth Trust (PGRT) until there is full settlement of its arrears to the PRGT (about $140 million). Re-
medial measures remain in place including; the declaration ofgumperation, the suspension of IMF
technical assistance and the removal of Zimbabwe from the list of feRg#dle countries.
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2010/pr1053.htm

$300 Million Finance Program to Help India Grow Micro, Small, Medium Firms ¢ 26 February 2010

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is providing up to $300 million through an innovative financing pro-
gram to help India develop and expand its micro, small and medium enterprises. This is the second largest
employment sector in the country. The Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise (MSME) Development Pro-
ject is expected to benefit around 30,000 MSMES, which could potentially create at leas t 7,500 jobs. A
$50 million load will go to the Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) to fund enterprises that
are too large to obtain traditional microfinance but are unable to access conventional bank funds. A $250
million partial credit guarantee (PCG) will allow public sector commercial banks to source mtdiony

term funds from international capital markets for lending to MSME clients.
http://www.adb.org/Media/Articles/2010/13165indiansmedevelopments/

Pacific Economies to Perform Slightly Better in 2010 ¢ 2 March 2010

The first 2010 issue of Pacific Economic Monitor, an Asian Development Bank (ADB) publication, notes
that Pacific islands are expected to expand by 0.5% overall in 2010. Vanuatu is expected to be the best
performing Pacific island economy. The small overall growth rate for the Pacific region (the Pacific islands,
plus Papua New Guinea and Tirk@ste) is expected to rise slightly in 2010 to 3.7%, from 2.4% in 2009,
largely driven by resoureech Papua New Guinea and Tirlagste. According to the report, many Pacific
island governments continue to feel the impact of the economic slowdown on their tax revenue, so fiscal
pressures remain. These pressures are particularly intense in the Fiji Islands, Marshall Islands, Samoa,
Solomon Islands and Tonga.

http://www.adb.org/Media/Articles/2010/13167pacificeconomicsmonitor/

Global Civil Society

Commonwealth Day took place on th& &f March 2010, marked by celebrations in Commonwealth
O2dzy (i NASad ¢KS Fyyddt OStSoNlIGAZY KAIKEAIKGISR G
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slides. A UNDP report suggests that the Aaific region has serious problems of gender equality, which

does not reflect its economic success.

'bQa Fyydadt O2yFSNBYyOS gAGK OADAT EFEbkuai2810 3 N2 dzLJa
Df 26l f KSIFfOGK gAft 06S GKS F20dza 27F U KkdodernmeSthl NR& |
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across the Pacific island region and from countries in Asia. The conference would examine global health as
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it relates to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGSs), the set of social and economic targets which
world leaders agreed in 2000 to try to reach by 2015.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33784&Cr=akasaka&Crl

Uganda plans to resettle 500,000 over mudslide risk ¢ 8 March 2010

The Ugandan government is planning to relocate half a million people staying in the mountainous areas of
Uganda because of the risk of mudslides. Hundreds are believed to have died in the recent mudslides that
occurred in Mount Elgon The disaster has been linked to settlement on a known floodplain and farming
activity which stripped the land of plant life. Among those to be relocated are some 200,000 people living
in the west, near the Ruwenzori mountains.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/8556669.stm
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A new United Nations Development Program (UNDP) report has found that countries of Asia and the Pa-
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from some of the lowest rates of political representation, employment and property ownership in the
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laws in place against domestic violence. The publication makes recommendations including; the removal
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progressive interpretation of religious principles to recognise the equal value of all human beings. The full
report can be accessétkre.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34002&Cr=gender+equality&Crl

Global celebrations mark Commonwealth Week ¢ 10 March 2010

I 2YY2y6SIHtGK 2SS17 06S3ly 6AGK 62NIR fSIFRSNA LINI A&
The annual event is intended to promote understanding on global issues, international cooperation and

the work of the Commonwealth. Celebrations to mark the event have been taking place throughout the
Commonwealth World, including in Australia, Nigeria, St Kitts and Nevis and the United Kingdom.
http://www.thecommonwealth.org/news/34580/221132/100310cwweekguotes.htm
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