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tion aims to provide selected updates and analysis of the major policies and changes taking place in in-
ternational organizations. The organizations we seek to cover include, but are not limited to, the World
Bank, OECD, UNDP, UN, IMF, G20, Commonwealth Secretariat, Commonwealth Foundation, regional
international organisations, and where relevant, NGOs and government foreign affairs departments.
We would welcome your feedback and thoughts on the content and your ideas for how this report
could develop in the future. We hope that you find the report informative.
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Governance and Democracy

The Sri Lankan Presidential elections, coming at a crucial time for the country following the defeat of the
Tamil Tigers last year, has received much attention from media and international organisations. The elec-
tion process has received a mixture of praise and criticism and we are awaiting the final report of the
Commonwealth Expert Team observing the elections. In southern Africa, the Zimbabwean public consul-
tation on the constitution has stalled, and the AU summit frorf 3dnuary 2" February endorsed South

' TNAOF Q& Ol y RdrRdndntddNSecHi® Tduncil s¢ga2. Fhe Commonwealth has also an-
nounced a new system for financing its Secretariat. Although this is a welcome announcement, some will
be disappointed that these changes will not significantly increase the level of overall funding.

Zimbabwe constitution talks stalt 21 January 2010

Zimbabwe has suspended indefinitely its efforts to gather views from the public on a new constitution.
The constitution, intended to replace the document drawn up in 1980, was key to the gmhaeng deal
signed last February. An election is due to be held once the constitution is agreed.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/8473394.stm

FCO committed to resourcing countéerrorism in Pakistang 21 January 2010

The UK government has said that it is committed to ensuring resources are in place for ¢etnatésm

work in Pakistan. A fall in sterling since 2008 has brought the UK Foreign Office under cost pressures, but
GKS C/h KIFa AyairadSR A0 NBYFAya O2YYAGGSR (G2 LINRBY
AdYo aAYA&aGdSNI / KN xa . NBEFydG KFra arAR GKFG tlF1A&dl
-terrorism priority.

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest -news/?view=News&id=21611917

Where now for postelection Sri Lanka® 28 January 2010

President Mahinda Rajapaksa triumphed in the recent Sri Lankan Presidential election by a wide margin.
He and his government stress a focus on the economy and development as the next steps for the country.
A senior official said that their priorities are now to "stabilise the situation and raise people's living stan-
dard". Some in the country have also called for the President to move to address ethnic divisions within
the country.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/8487405.stm

Fear and anxiety in battered Tamil cityl February 2010

A BBC Correspondent has reported that there is underlying concern and anxiety in Jaffna following the
presidential election. Despite winning by a large margin in the recent election, the President drew fewer
votes than his rival in many northern and eastern regions of the country. The voting pattern is seen as a
reflection of Tamil anger and disappointment over the government's perceived failure to reach out to
GKSY F2NJI NBO2YyOAfAlFLGA2YyS FTFOSNItlad aleqQa RSTSIE
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/8491120.stm

Commonwealth Expert Team press release on 2010 Sri Lanka eleg@8nJanuary 2010

A Commonwealth Expert Team (CET) were present during the Sri Lanka Presidential election held on the
26"2F WI ydzZt NBE HamMn® ¢KS [/ 9 ¢ A gehefiallywgdbidrinistefed éectiNday2 NI S R
but shortcomings in the prelection period and incidences of intedl NIié @A 2f Sy O0S Gl Ay d
http://www.thecommonwealth.org/news/190591/163072/219291/280110srilankaelection.htm

¢KS I'FNAOLY !'yvAzy {dzYYAid Sy R2 N¥p&mandntsdatioh the Uniell O Q&
Nations Security Council for the period 202D12¢ 2 February 2010

The 14th Ordinary Session of the African Union held from 31 January to 2 February 2010 endorsed South
I FNA OF Q& Ol y R ApRrimandaNdggat dhaheJUnitéd Natighd Fecurity Council for 2P,

The election for the African seat will be held in October 2010.
http://www.dfa.gov.za/docs/2010/au0202a.html
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New system for financing the Commonwealth Secretarggd February 2010

At the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in November 2009, countries agreed to a
new funding system for the Commonwealth Secretariat. The contributions of a number of countries will
increase but those with the least capacity to pay will be granted financial relief. The new agreement will
be phased in over a thregear period, beginning in the current financial year.
http://www.thecommonwealth.org/news/34580/219600/040210newfinancing.htm

Global Environmental Governance

Following the COP15 climate change summit in Copenhagen last December, many organisations have ex-
LINS&daSR FTNHZAGNYI GA2y YR aOSLIIAOAAY Fo2dzi GKS STTFS
cal will to address this issue. The Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate
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increasing number of reports questioning the validity of some of the science behind climate change. In

spite of this, the UNFCC received submissions of countries pledges to limit greenhouse gas emissions from
55 states, representing 78% of emissions from energy use. Efforts continue to keep momentum on the
climate change agenda, including the recent Delhi Sustainable Development Summit and businesses in-
vesting in new green technologies.

Investors representing $13 trillion call on U.S. and other countries to move quickly to adopt strong cli-
mate change policieg 14 January 2010

The world's largest investors released a statement calling for countries to adopt strong climate change
policies to provide a stable environment for green investment. The Investor Statement on Catalyzing In-
vestment in a LovwCarbon Economy was endorsed by four groups representing more than 190 investors.
The statement is availableere.
http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/
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UN climate deadline is flexible21 January 2010
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Delhi Sustainable Development Summit maintains momentum on climate change iruuito Mexicog

9 February 2010
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ended with an emphasis on a global concerted effort to bring about consensus on the Copenhagen Agree-
ment. It was attended by over 300 participants comprising of government officéglisesentatives of

multilateral and bilateral development organisation, business representativesgowvarnmental organi-

sations, academic and research institutions.

http://www.afdb.org/en/news -events/article/delhi-sustainabledevelopmentsummit-maintains
momentun-on-climate-changein-run-up-to-mexico-5600/

Ed Miliband defends climate change science

The UK Climate Change Secretary, Ed Miliband, has insisted that recent controversy surrounding climate
change data and reports has not undermined efforts to tackle the issue. This statement follows several
revelations including the UN IPCC being forced to admit that it had made a mistake in its claim that gla-
ciers in the Himalayas could disappear by 2035.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/8490251.stm

Global Civil Society and human rights

The devastating earthquake in Haiti has seen a huge response from a range of international actors includ-

ing states, aid organisations, international bodies and individuals. The last month has seen troubling reli-
gious violence taking place in Jos, Nigeria, as well as concerns about the response of the authorities to this
violence. The ICC has said it will consider a petition to investigate allegations surrounding the violence.

¢KS !'b KIFa NBftSFaAaSR I NBLERNI 2y GKS LI122NI SO2y2YAC
indigenous populations. A UNESCO report on education suggests that the global financial crisis could
RFEYF3S SRdzZOF A2y 2LIR2NIdzyAGASE F2N) GKS g2NI RQa LR
international pressure on Uganda over the proposed legislation to drastically increase penalties for homo-
sexual acts may now result in the Bill being dropped.

'hbh NBLER2NI LI Ayda INRY LIAOGdIINE 2F14DAGERNIDA 2y a 2F 62
370 million indigenous peoples suffer from disproportionately high rates of poverty, health problems,
ONAYS IyR KdzYly NARIKGA | 06dzaSaz | OO2NRAy3 G2 GKS !
tified by the study include displacement from lands, territories and resources. A copy of the full report

may be founchere.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33484&Cr=indigenous&Crl

Uganda minister says gay death penalty 'unnecessar§'February 2010
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by Aston Kajara, the Ugandan minister of state for investments. He also indicated that the Ugandan gov-
ernment may apply pressure on the MP who introduced the proposed legislation to withdraw it. Since the

Bill was proposed last October, it has sparked international condemnation and threats to cut aid.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/8448197.stm

Financial crisis threatens to set back education worldwide, UN report warri® January 2010.

'b9{/ hQa 9 R dzbaliMogitgfingfR2pedt 20X0{ entitled Reaching the Marginalised, warns

GKIFIG GKS 3ft20Ff SO2y2YAO ONRAAA O2dzxZ R aSNAR2dzafe R
children, particularly in sulSaharan Africa. It urges rich countries and the G20 to increase aid to avoid
damaging reductions in spending on education. The full report can be acdessed
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33518&Cr=unesco&Crl
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CARICOM ready for major role in Haiti's reconstructip@8 January 2010

CARICOM has indicated that it will do all it can to help Haiti and play a large role in its reconstruction fol-
lowing the devastating earthquake ontiZanuary. CARICOM states are also willing to take in Haitian
refugees. The organisation has already provided more than 400 response personnel to help efforts.
http://www.caribbeannetnews.com/caricom/caricom.php?news_id=21139&start=0&category _id=39

ICC 'must probe Nigeria religious violence in Jp8'February 2010

The International Criminal Court (ICC) has said it will consider a petition by theE8onimmic Rights and
Accountability Project (SERAP), "to investigate allegations of unlawful killing of at least 326 people and
perpetration of other crimes under international law during the violence this month in Jos, Plateau State
of Nigeria; and the reports that the military and police used excessive force against both Christians and
Muslims in responding to the violence." The official death toll was 326 when Muslims and Christians
fought for several days in January.

http://allafrica.com/stories/201002090391.html

Economy and Trade

The fallout from the global financial crisis continues to shape international economic conditions. The con-
tinuing, but slow, recovery of the global economy has seen calls for further reforms of the banking sector
and a World Bank report warns that the fragile economic recovery will mean it will take several years for
many countries to recover economic losses. The bank estimates that 64million more people will be in ex-
treme poverty in 2010 than if the crisis never

happened. Other developments include a new Serving the Next Generation
partnership agreed between the World Bank a The Commonwealth in the
Microsoft to use ICT to strengthen social and € 21" Century
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Poor countries at UN forum call for greater voir
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tional financial structures and to be given prioricy
for resources to mitigate climate change. The Hegrel AsiaPacific Policy Dialogue, sponsored by the UN

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), called for least developed countries to
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be represented on the Financial Stability Board set up by the G20 , as well as for greater representation at
international financial institutions.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?News|D=33531&Cr=ldc&C¥l

The Bahamas initials its EPA Services and Investment Commitngg2isJanuary 2010

¢CKS . FKFEYFa FyYR GKS 9dzNRPLISIY [/ 2YYAadaaAzy aA3aySR ¢K
to the European Community (EC) under the CARIFGRUNCaribbean Forum of African, Caribbean and
Pacific States) Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA). The CARIECRUAe and Development Com-
YAGGSS oAttt SOSylGdzZftte AyO2NLRNIGS ¢KS . FKFEYFaQ
GKS 9t ! @ CKS AYO2NILRNIGA2Y 2F ¢KS . I KFEYFAaQ 0O2YY,
O0Saa (G2 9dNRPLISQa aSNWAOSaAa yR Ay@SaitvySyid YIFIN]Sidad
http://www.crnm.org/index.php?view=article&catid=58%3Apresseleases&id=456%3Athbahamas
initials-its-epa-servicesand-investmentcommitments&option=com_content&ltemid=127

As world economy slowly recovers, developing world faces scarce finangi2g. January 2010
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says that the global recovery is fragile. It predicts that the fallout from the crisis will change the landscape

for finance and growth for the next 10 years and estimates that 64 million more people in 2010 will be

living in extreme poverty than if the crisis never happened. The complete report can belfeund
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/
NEWS/0,,contentMDK:22446580~pagePK:34370~piPK:34424~theSitePK:4607,00.html

The World Bank and Microsoft sign partnership agreement to promote development in A#i8a Janu-

ary 2010

The World Bank and Microsoft have announced a new partnership project i8atran Africa. By using
information and communication technology (ICT) they hope to reinforce social and economic develop-
ment in the region. The agreement was signed in Ethiopia in the wings of the summit meeting of African
| SFRa 2F {G4raGS 2y GKS GKSYS daL/¢a Ay ! FNRAOFY [/ KIf
FINBESYSyidz GKS 22NIR .Fyl YR aAONRaz2Fd oAff RSOGS
development priorities across stfaharan Africa.

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/

NEWS/0,,contentMDK:22458770~pagePK:34370~piPK:34424~theSitePK:4607,00.html

Davos 2010 ends with bankers on the defensiy81 January 2010

At the end of the World Economic Forum in Davos, bankers have indicated that they may agree to drastic
reforms of the sector. Few real plans have been recorded, however there was agreement that job creation
and free trade would be central to the economic recovery. There was also an interesting proposal to cre-
FGS F W.HnQ 3INRdzL) 2F o0dzaAySaa fSIFRSNAR (G2 LINRBY2GS
financial regulation.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/8489946.stm

IMF approves $1.27 billion loan for Jamaic@ February 2010

A loan of $1.27billion has been approved by the IMF for Jamaica. The support is designed to help the
Commonwealth country carry out a 2 year plan to recover from increased government debt, weak growth
and the effects of the global financial crisis.
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/survey/so/2010/NEW020410A.htm

WTO's Lamy says Doha deal still possible in 2@80~ebruary 2010

Pascal Lamy, Head of the World Trade Organisation (WTO), has said a successful conclusion to the Doha
round of global trade talks in 2010 is still possible. However, to reach this he believes there needs to be
an injection of political energy. Lamy said that the June 2010 meeting of G20 leaders in Canada will be a
key test of political will of the Doha Round.

http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSSGE61800A20100209
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